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CAR CARE PRODUCTS FROM DECOSOL 
��

We have a range of items for sale. 
They will be available on our regular Tuesday meetings. 

 
Screen Cleaner (1ltr)                        £ 3 . 00 
Glass Cleaner                                £ 1 . 65 
Vinyl/Leather Cleaner (300ml)             £ 2 . 20 
Wheel Cleaner (500ml)                        £ 2 . 65 
Wash Wax (100ml)                               £ 0 . 80 
Dashboard Wipes (25)                         £ 2 . 85 
Lubricant Spray (400ml)                   £ 2 . 10 

 Jumbo Chamois Leather                      £10 . 50 
 

 If you want any other products from the catalogue we will obtain them provided 
there is sufficient interest to warrant bulk purchase. 

 
 Contact Graeme on 01342 317735 or see him (or another committee member) at the meeting. 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS  

Group Leader:          Deputy Group Leader: 
Gregg May                                           Graeme Mowbray 
Tel: 01825 890385                              Tel: 01342 317735  
Email: greggmay@btopenworld.com     Email: graeme@verbania.freeserve.co.uk 

Have you got a story to share, perhaps about a restoration  
project or an event you have attended? Do you want to sell a 

few items? If so we’d love to hear from you. 
 

Please send articles to:  
Jenny Broome-Smith 

44 Surrenden Crescent, Brighton, BN1 6WF 
Tel: 01273 555618     Email: jennykbs@hotmail.com 

 
 Publication dates for the newsletter 

EVERY MONTH during the summer and then  
BI-MONTHLY during the winter from September 

 
 DEADLINE for articles / photos is the 1st of the month preceding publication 
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GOSSIP FROM YOUR  GROUP LEADER       JANUARY 2007 

I would just like to start off by wishing everybody a very 
happy New Year and trust that everyone had a good 
Christmas. 
 
I would also like to apologise for the lengthy span  
between this newsletter and the last. There are several 
reasons for hanging on this long. For a start it means 
that the Christmas rush is out of the way and hopefully 
everyone is fully recovered, and secondly it means we 
can include a couple of our main events that we 
rounded off 2006 with - namely the AGM and the 
Christmas Dinner. 
 
One other piece of news that is worth mentioning is that your Group 
Leader is finally in possession of a TR! Well most of one anyway. Roy 
Hunnisett and myself came to an agreement whereby he now has my 
Stag to finish off and I have his TR6 project to start at some stage. We 
have our work cut out as there is much to do on both cars, though I think I 
might be getting through a bit more welding wire than Roy! Don’t expect 
to be seeing the TR6 anytime soon though…. I do like to take my time on 
these things, as a few of you will already know! 
 
Way back in November some of us braved the often cold and wet 
weather for a great morning watching the London to Brighton Veteran Car 
Run from Staplefield Green. We were once again supported by members 
of Thames Valley and Kent Group to make quite a crowd for our Annual 
Breakfast BBQ. We arrived there on what turned out to be a lovely, 
bright, sunny day and were greeted by Roy and Penny with the camper 
all set up and ready to cook. Thanks again for the use of the facilities, it 
makes a great mornings entertainment…. and as most of the early  
afternoon is spent in the Jolly Tanners pub, that is quite pleasant too! 
 
We held our AGM at the Five Bells on our November club night.  
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Attendance was a little low this year but we still had a healthy enough 
turnout to bring in some useful comment and ideas as well as three new  
committee members. Yep, you heard it right THREE poor, helpless  
individuals have been roped into making our club the success it continues 
to be. Many thanks are due to Heather, Paul and Paul Lucas for their 
help and willingness on the night of the AGM. As you are already getting 
to know it is not too much of a strain but it does significantly benefit the 
group by bringing new ideas and pairs of hands to the pot. Many thanks 
must also go to Chris Worsfold who stepped down from the committee 
after many years of hard work through thick and thin, thanks Chris. Last 
but not least I would once again like to thank Roy for his help and input at  
committee meetings and events as an ‘unofficial’ member of the  
committee! 
 
This year’s Christmas 
Dinner was once again a 
success. Held at the 
Five Bells, numbers 
were slightly down on 
previous years, so we 
will be seeking feedback 
in an attempt to regain 
numbers for 2007. The 
general consensus was 
that the quality of the 
food was as good as 
ever and I would like to 
thank Graeme for all of 
his work in organising 
the meal for us once again this year.  

 
As is custom at our annual dinner the  
trophies are given to the deserving and often 
surprised members for their efforts through 
the year. Paul Bridle once more took the 
mileage trophy for most miles covered over 
the year in his TR7V8, whilst Paul Lucas 
took the Group Leader’s Shield for most  
attendances at club nights in his TR6.  
 
The very deserving winner of the Castrol 
Shield for the Best Presented Car 
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TR4 Nostalgia, Knowledge,  
and more… 
 
Nicola Marras, an Italian TR4 owner 
and enthusiast, has created an  
entertaining website dedicated to all 
things TR4. You can find it at  
www.nicolamarras.it/tr4. 
 
Although the site is written in Italian 
Nicola explains how you can use 
the Google webpage translation 
service to translate the pages into 
English. Web translation tools  
produce some interesting English, 
but you can get the gist and it’s 
worth persevering to see some  
fascinating archive photos, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

as well as gleaning plenty of  
history, technical tips, and  
amazing facts about TR4s. 

 
 

SDG TRs EVENTS  
FOR WINTER 2007 
 
Tuesday 9th January  
Club Night 
SDG TR Mastermind 
Shake off the Christmas cobwebs 
with a challenging start to the New 
Year. Compete in our annual TR, 
other cars and general knowledge 
quiz. Light-hearted and fun!! 
 
Tuesday 13th February  
Club Night 
Beer and Banter 
A relaxing evening and a chance 
to catch up with friends after the 
winter break and hear about what's 
planned for 2007. Don’t forget it’s 
Valentine’s day tomorrow. 
 
Sunday 25th February  
Midwinter Blast 
An early year run into the wilds of 
Sussex, rounded off with a  
warming lunch! Meet at the Five 
Bells, Chailey, at 10 am. 

SDG events in bold    
Events we support in italics   
Other events of interest are shown 
 

For more about any event,  
contact George Jackson on 
01444 248006 / 07929 043830  

Event details may change for 
reasons beyond our control –  
please check at our website 
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 South Downs TR Group 

Laon Historique Tour 
 

          Friday 25th – Tuesday 29th May 
 

        FERRY HOTEL INCLUSIVE  £180 per person  
based on a minimum of 2 people per car sharing a hotel room (en suite) 

 
� � Continental Car Tours is an independently bonded tour operator 
� � Price is inclusive of “ Circuit Historique de Laon”  registration fee 
� � Dover Calais ferry Friday @ 10.30am (or Saturday @ 07.55am) 
� � Eurotunnel supplement £30 per car. Hull – Zeebrugge & Portsmouth 

available.� �
� � Other travel times/days also available - contact CCT 
� � Hotel available in Dover area for night before departure, £75 per double 
� � Modern hotel located in Laon, France – all rooms en suite 
� � Rally plates and tour route itinerary supplied at signing on in France  
� � Continental breakdown recovery direct from insurers on 0121 246 5050 
� � Deposit £100, refundable until final payment date 10 weeks prior to 

event. 
� � Balance invoiced with tour confirmation  
� � Phone bookings can be made by card directly to Continental Car Tours 
 
This year’s tour is lead once again by the South Downs Group. Our destination 

is Laon, France (about 140 miles from Calais), where we have reserved 20 
rooms for 4 nights. It coincides with the Laon Historique, an annual event which 

sees classics arrive from all over Europe, over 150 cars from the UK alone.  
 

Saturday morning is the official start and signing on for the regional tour. On 
Sunday morning all cars are assembled in Laon old town and the streets are 

closed to all traffic. The town fills with spectators ready to watch the cars lap the 
closed streets on a demonstration tour of the town. Monday is a day to relax and 

see the sights of the area before heading home on Tuesday. 
 

SDG/CCT Tours are growing each year -  
we hope 2007 will add to the success! 

 
For more information contact Gregg May, SDG Group Leader, on 01825 

890385 or book direct with Continental Car Tours on 01304 380244 
Booking Deadline is 23rd March, but book early to guarantee a place. 

 

Early take up suggests that the whole tranche of rooms will be taken 
before the booking deadline. So we are urged by CCT to confirm and pay a 

£100 deposit (refundable until 10 weeks prior to the event) by 12th Jan. 
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competition was Euan 
MacKenzie with his 
fantastic TR3. George 
Jackson was this year 
handed the Clubman 
of the Year award for 
his tireless efforts 
with our events during 
2006. Not only has 
George been super  
efficient with the 
shows calendar and 
spent hours chasing 
people prior to 
events, he and  
Rosemary spent much time organising and coordinating our  

30th Anniversary celebration in Chiddingly. A 
very deserving winner and thanks again for all 
of your work. 
 
For the January meeting you will be  
experiencing the TR Mastermind, a selection of 
questions designed to test the warmth of your 
anorak. This will be followed by a Noggin and 
Natter at the February meeting. We prefer to 
have an event organised for a club night but 
due to the timing of the meeting in the calendar 
(the evening before Valentine’s day) we thought 
it best to settle for a chat as the pub may be 

slightly busier than normal. This does at least give us a chance to have a 
good catch up. 
 
One final reminder is for the SDG Continental Tour, the Laon Historique. 
There is a flyer in the newsletter containing all the info you need, but I 
would just like to stress that it would be advisable to book as early as  
possible as places are in demand. We already have a number of cars 
booked in from SDG so it is looking to be a really good social trip.  
 
That’s all for now except to say that if anybody has any suggestions for 
events or runs in 2007 then we would love to hear from you. We can 
never have too many ideas to work with!     Gregg  
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Shoreham Airshow, Sunday 17th September, 2006 
 
This was one of the major events of last year, but coming at the end of a 
very busy TR summer, it just never made it into a 2006 newsletter. Now 
we are featuring some of Phil Hamerton’s photos from that glorious sunny 
day… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The show featured plenty of  
interesting aircraft and  
aerobatics. 
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There were also 
some stunning and 
unusual cars… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
And the South 
Downs group,  
together with the 
Thames Valley 
group, fielded an  
impressive array of 
TRs. 


