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Following the success of last year’s TR Continental Tour to Compiegne, France, the SOUTH 
DOWNS GROUP in conjunction with Continental Car Tours Ltd, is once organising a tour for 
TRs “sur le continent” 
This year’s event will be a mountain trail of the Southern Ardennes, a relaxed tour of the 
spectacular scenery along mountain roads and by the River Meuse. 
Based in a modern hotel with all rooms en suite, there will be a group dinner on the first 
evening and route guides to get you to the hotel and for the trail itself. 
 
The price of £129 per person (based on two sharing car and hotel room) includes return ferry 
(Dover/Calais) two nights room bed and breakfast and the group dinner with wine. 
Other ferry routes, Dover hotel if required, breakdown and holiday insurance can be arranged 
(e.g. continental breakdown recovery is only £25) 
 
The Tour is once again in association with Continental Car Tours Ltd who are a fully bonded 
tour operator. 
 
So why not join us on this great value European excursion, which judging by last years will be 
great fun? 
 
Contact me for more details and a booking form. 
IAN  MAY.  01825 733778   e-mail:   yamnai@btopenworld.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Group Leader :-                                Deputy Group Leader :-  
Ian May                                              Graeme Mowbray 
Tel: 01825 733778                             Tel: 01342 317735 
 Email:                                                Email: 
 yamnai@btopenworld.com                            graeme@verbania.freeserve.co.uk  
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Welcome to my new regular newsletter feature. Yes, you’ll now have to put up with some written 
ramblings as well as my verbal utterances at our meetings! 
 
Right, starting with the first meeting of 2005, and for those who missed it we were fortunate not only 
to have Mark Treadwell, Regional Coordinator but also Chris Cunnington, the TR Register General 
Manager no less at the meeting. Originally, Mark was to have given an insight into his role, the role of 
the National Committee and workings of Head Office, but Chris, (who lives in Winchester) offered to 
join him for what turned out to be an extremely interesting talk on what goes on behind the scenes of 
our very busy club. True, you can get an idea from reading TR Action, but how much better it is to get 
it from the horse’s mouth! A truly informative meeting which, judging by the applause and thanks 
given to Mark and Chris, was well received. 
 
Well a lot has happened since the last newsletter, so here goes: 
       
� � Newsletter Review -   In future the newsletter will be produced as follows -  
                  April to September-------Monthly 
                  October to March  -------Bi-monthly. 
 
The format will be A5 and there will be regular features on events etc. However, we do need 
contributions from you to keep it varied and interesting so don’t be shy, put something back into the 
Group via a newsletter piece. 
 
� � February Meeting 
We were given a lively talk by Jeff Letts of Letts Racing on the Mini Seven Championships in which 
he and his brother each run cars. Jeff was supported in his talk by Derek Hunnisett, Roy’s son. Jeff 
took us through how he got started in motor sport and Minis in particular and interspersed his talk with 
some very good in-car video of him racing at Spa-Francorchamps and Rockingham. What close and 
exciting sport it is from that perspective. 
 
One particularly amusing anecdote was that whilst being sponsored by Bolloms, the dry cleaning 
company, they were shown in the race programme as supported by Bottom Cleaners! 
All in all an evening that seemed to spark a lot of enthusiasm judging by the number of questions 
asked. Maybe a few more SDG members will be taking to the track in future as a result. 
 
� � Mid-Winter Blast.     See George’s report elsewhere in this issue. 
 
� � Decosol  The products are coming on stream so look for the advert in this and future 
newsletters. 
 
� � Finally, it’s great to report that SDG member John Weedon came 3rd in the TR 
Register/Revington TR Sprint and Hillclimb Championship in his modified TR4.Well done John and its 
good to see that his son, Jonathan, was also let loose with the car. Great stuff!  Read more about it 
later on in this issue 

 
� � NEXT MONTH.      Report on the Group Leader’s Meeting and Rolls Royce visit.
       Regards ,  Ian. 
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Despite the forecasts of snow and freezing conditions, Sunday dawned with a clear sky and 
crisply cold enough to cause that winter dilemma “Hood up or hood down?” 

 

 
 
By 10 o’clock 16 TRs and Ian May’s luxurious, warm-looking Jaguar had assembled at the Five 
Bells for our first run of the year. We had three TR3As, two TR4As, seven TR6s and four 
TR7/8s, all looking good and sounding great. The morning run was a navigational exercise using 
Tulip diagrams, and the cars were set off at intervals, reuniting at lunchtime at a watering hole. 
Most cars followed the official route, meandering through the wintry winding Sussex lanes taking 
in parts of the Weald and crossing Ashdown Forest. 
 
At lunchtime we re-assembled at The Cat Inn at West Hoathly to exchange stories of missed 
turns, shortcuts and Battle (that was never in the plan!). The prize for persistence and ingenuity 
must go to Ralph Haffenden (shadowed by Jane Worsfold) who was issued with a set of 
instructions on which the Tulip diagrams had failed to print. How could we have made it more 
difficult? Well done for rejoining the group. 
After suitable refreshment some chose to make their way homeward, the rest set out in convoy 
for a short run to Sheffield Park Station on the Bluebell Railway. 

continued on p 6 
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March - Tuesday 8th  Club Night 

 SDG TR Mastermind 
 
April - Tuesday 12th SDG Auction 
 
May -Sunday 1st & Monday 2nd  
Eastbourne Magnificent Motors 
 
May - Tuesday 10th – Club Night Round 1 
 of the Best Presented Car Competition�
 
May - Friday 13th to Monday 16th  
 Kent Weekender  
 
Tuesday 14th June – Club Night 
Cannonball Run 
 
Friday Ad Show -Tbc 
 

 

Ardingly Vintage Vehicle Show 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July 
 
Battle Abbey Car Show 
Sunday 17th July 
 
TR Register International 
Weekend 
Friday 22nd to Monday 25th July 
 
MG Car Club Weekender 
Tbc 
 
Shoreham Air Show 
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th Sept 
 
Brighton National Speed Trials 
Saturday 10th September 
 
 

 
NB: Details of events may change for reasons beyond our control 

 
DG Notice of Events 

 
There are several events which can possibly be added to the SDG calendar this year, but before 
we commit to any dates we would like to gather numbers interested so that we can make 
arrangements from there. Here’s the list: 
 
Bluebell Railway Dinner 
An evening dinner aboard a Pullman First Class carriage on the Bluebell Railway, the cost is £20 
for the rail ticket per person and £37 per person for the four course meal. 
 
Prague Trip 
Seven day trip to Prague with Continental Car Tours, the dates are July 2nd to 10th.  
 
Santa Pod, ‘Run Wot Ya Brung’ 
A trip to Santa Pod to take part in a RWYB day, the clue is in the title! You turn up with whatever 
car you like, pay £25, line up at the start of the ¼ mile and see how long it takes you to get to the 
other end, oh, and beat your opponent in the other lane! A great day for spectators too (£10 
admission), as many different cars turn up, from humble everyday Euroboxes to 8 second 
170mph drag cars and everything in between, even bikes too. It would be great to see a few TRs 
line up against each other. 
 
If anybody is interested in any of the above events please speak to either Ian or Gregg on 01825 
733778 and let us know, we already have interest in them and it would be great to push ahead 
and get something organised. 

Events 2005 
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Events Coordinators Column 
 
With the 2005 TRing season beginning to get into its swing it promises to be another busy 
year for SDG. As ever we are looking at new ideas to bring into the calendar, as well as 
seeing which events from previous years worked out well enough to continue with in future. 
 
The 2004 season was a good year for SDG, with good attendances at many shows in the 
area. We hope this is going to be the case in ’05! The principle behind last years shows 
calendar was to encourage a good, varied crowd of people and TRs at each show. We 
achieved this by concentrating on three major shows that would be the focus of SDG 
throughout the year, so that we didn’t spread ourselves too thinly around the county. The 
system seemed to work well. We have continued with this theory for the ’05 shows. Though 
this doesn’t mean to say that people cannot attend other shows under the SDG banner, if 
there is enough interest. The three major SDG shows for 2005 are the Eastbourne 
Magnificent Motors, Friday Ad Motor Show, and the Shoreham Air Show. Dates for which 
can be found in the events list. If you wish to take part in any (or all) of the shows above, or 
want any more info please contact either Ian or myself with your details so that we can 
include your name on the entry form. 
 
As well as the shows that SDG support we also have other events that we attend or 
organise throughout the year, whether these be runs out, route card runs, visits to places of 
interest or anything else you can think of really! A list of arranged events can be found in 
our calendar along with the shows but we also have several ideas which need interest from 
members in order to progress. A list of these can be found in the newsletter, your support 
and information would be most appreciated here, as would your thoughts, views and 
comments on these ideas, or any suggestions you may have for future events.  
 
We would definitely encourage anyone who has an idea or an event which they themselves 
would like to organise, or if anyone would like to get involved with the organisation of 
existing events (or is this just wishful thinking on my part?!). 
 
So, to finish, a big thank you to everyone that supported SDG last year, and we all hope 
that this will continue. 
 
Thanks, and here’s to a great ’05! 
 
Gregg 
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 Part way on the journey John Hopkins used his local knowledge to break ranks and 
disappeared only to rejoin us from the opposite direction as we turned into the Station. 
 
We all bought platform tickets and watched as one steam train arrived and another 
departed. Jane and Brandon decided to travel on one of the trains, and the rest of us 
were drawn to the café and a welcome cup of tea. 

 
After a quick tour of the station and the engineering sheds we said our farewells and 
made our ways home. It was interesting to note that by this time most of the cars had 
their hoods up. 

 
It was good to get such a good turnout this early in the year. This bodes well for the other 
events planned. 
 
Thanks to all who supported the event including our friends from the Kent Group who 
had already travelled for over an hour before our run started. 

 
George Jackson 

 
 

�
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Prior to the 2004 season starting in earnest some changes had been made to the Regulations 
to allow Limited slip differentials in the Road going Tuned Class. Coupled with the fact that I 
had rebuilt my engine into a 89mm block instead of the previous 92mm this now entitled me to 
compete in the Road going Tuned Class. Bearing in mind that the bogey times (against which 
our individual times are compared) had been set the previous year without LSDs I felt this was 
an opportunity to do well. 
 
However there were one or two competitors who felt the same way and are extremely rapid 
namely my good friend Ronnie Clayton and Ben Short the son of an old friend driving Mum’s 
car. Clearly the fact that Ben is a Motorsport mechanic and had persuaded Mum or Dad (or 
both) to part with some cash for go faster bits had some bearing on this. 
 
My first event was at Gurston Down where it proceeded to pour with rain all day but I 
managed to win the class even beating Hugh Maund in his full race modified TR7V8. The 
ensuing season was pretty mixed weather wise 5 of my 9 events being wet. Whilst I managed 
to win again at Gurston in July Ben usually had the edge and even though it might only be a 
few tenths a win is a win. Ben was quite remarkable at the circuits in the wet holding his 
mother’s 46-year-old TR3 at a 45-degree angle through every corner – he did say that since 
the steering was on the lock stops he couldn’t have put any more on! 
 

  
 
 
Ben thoroughly deserved to win the Championship with Ronnie coming a close second and 
yours truly third. The 2005 season now beckons and with some new sticky tyres and the 
reinstatement in the calendar of my favourite hill at Prescott we shall see! 
Please feel free to come and say hello at the events although I am not very sociable seconds 
before the start! My calendar is as follows. 

 
� � � � �
17 April  Gurston Down nr. Salisbury 
24 April  Wiscombe nr. Honiton  
4 June  Lydden nr. Canterbury 
9 July  Goodwood 
17 July  Gurston Down  
23 July  Prescott nr. Cheltenham 
6 August  Goodwood 
28 August  Harewood 
3 September  Wiscombe 
24 September  Longleat 
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We have now received our first range of items for sale. 
They will be available on our regular Tuesday meetings. 
 
 
Screen Cleaner (1ltr)                                         £ 3.   00 
Glass Cleaner  (5        Glass Cleaner         
                           £ 1.  65 
Vinyl/Leather Cleaner (300ml)                           £ 2 . 20 
Wheel Cleaner (500ml)                                      £ 2 . 65 
Wash Wax (100ml)                                             £ 0 . 80 
Dashboard Wipes (25)                                        £ 2 . 85 
Lubricant Spray (400ml)                                      £ 2 . 10 
Jumbo Chamois Leather                                   £ 10 . 50 

 
 

If you require any other products from the catalogue we will obtain them 
provided there is sufficient interest to warrant bulk purchase. 

 
Contact Graeme on 01342 317735 or see him (or another Committee 

member) at the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Have you got a story to share perhaps a restoration project or an event you have attended 
or even if you want to sell a few items. Then we love to hear from you. 
Please send articles to me:  Jane Worsfold 

10 Quantock Close, Eastbourne, E.Sussex, BN23 8EU 
or 01323 461972 (before 8pm) 
Cworsfold@tesco.net 

 
Publication dates for the newsletter  NOW MONTHLY on the 9th of every month during the 

summer 
DEADLINE for articles / photos is the 1st of every month 

TR’s FOR SALE 
 
1980 TR7 V8 – white DHC, converted by S&S. Engine lightened and balanced. Full 
bear metal re-spray 6 yrs ago, unique black interior, garaged, DUO past 8years. 
Comes with too many spares to list, £4,500 ono. For more information contact Chris 
Worsfold on 01323 461972 or 07802 175631 

 


