CAR CARE PRODUCTS FROM DECOSOL TR

REGISTER
We have a range of items for sale. S t h D
They will be available on our regular Tuesday meetings. ou OWnNnsS
. TR Group
1 1%
Y, Screen Cleaner (1ltr) £3.00 S
Glass Cleaner £1.65
Vinyl/Leather Cleaner (300ml) £2.20 GOSSIP FROM YOUR GROUP LEADER MARCH 2006
Wheel Cleaner (500ml) £2.65
Wash Wax (100ml) £0.80 We are now well into 2006, and the calendar is looking
Dashboard Wipes (25) £2.85 ever more full!
Lubricant Spray (400ml) £2.10
Jumbo Chamois Leather £10.50

Our year started off with a picture puzzle quiz at our
January meeting. Andrew Poynter of Kent Group kindly
put together a selection of pictures for us to identify the
cars from. Some were much harder than others! With

Contact Graeme on 01342 317735 or see him (or another committee member) at the meeting. obscure_cars, 3'-nd several not helped by being in _qUite
a state, it certainly kept people busy, with only a little

If you want any other products from the catalogue we will obtain them provided
there is sufficient interest to warrant bulk purchase.

CONTACT DETAILS bit of cheating along the way!

Our February meeting fell on Valentine’s night, this meant that the Five

Group Leader: Deputy Group Leader: Bells was really busy, especially the restaurant. We decided to abandon
Gregg May Graeme Mowbray previous plans for our meeting and just have a relaxed evening to chat
Tel: .0_1825 890385 Tel: 9_1342 317735 and catch up. We had a good turnout and it was nice to talk to a few
Email: greggmay@btopenworld.com Email: graeme@verbania.freeserve.co.uk .
people during the meet.
On February 26th we had our first Sunday run of the year. Seven cars
Have you got a story to share, perhaps about a restoration came along to the Five Bells start point at 10am, | had laid out a 40 mile
project or an event you have attended? Do you want to sell a run around the roads of East Sussex, using a combination of tulip style
few items? If so we'd love to hear from you. diagrams and a map as a guide. Unbeknown to me | had made every-
one’s life a little more interesting by missing out a turning in the diagrams!
Please send articles to: To all those that went round in circles, you should have been watching
Jenny Broome-Smith the map as well! Six made it to our destination of the Six Bells in
44 Surrenden Crescent, Brighton, BN1 6WF Chiddingly. Unfortunately we lost Heather and Paul in their TR7 almost
Tel: 01273 555618 Email: jennykbs@hotmail.com before we started, as their car developed a nasty engine noise and they
decided not to risk damage by driving it any further. They were recovered
Publication dates for the newsletter home and joined us at the pub for lunch after the run. Thanks to everyone
EVERY MONTH during the summer and then who came along, it was good to see the cars out on what turned out to be
BI-MONTHLY during the winter from September a nice day, if a bit cold. Could have been worse though.... as | was

. . . . -
DEADLINE for articles / photos is the 1°' of the month preceding publication Ieavmg home in the morning It was snowing:
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The planning of our SDG/CCT Continental Tour is well underway. We are
heading off to the Suisse Normande region of France [
in August. | hope to have de-
tails finalised in the next couple
of months so that we can get
together a list of who is going.
Obviously if you are interested
in going then let me know, it

As | mentioned earlier, our 2006 calendar is filling up - we have many
shows and events arranged and a few more in the planning stage. Keep
an eye on the newsletter and website for more info as plans are finalised.
Either contact myself or our Events Coordinator, George, if you need any
more details on what's going on.

| hope that we can continue our good turnouts
this year and that we can get a few more new
faces along too.

Cheers for now,
GREGG

SDG Newsletter Subscription, Spring 2006 - 2007

| wish to subscribe. | enclose a cheque for £5, made payable to
“South Downs TR Group”. Please send my newsletters to:

Name:
Address:

Please post this slip, together with your subscription, to:
Gregg May, 2 Willows Rise, Framfield, East Sussex, TN22 5PH.
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Saturday 17th - Sunday 18th June
The Le Mans 24 hours

Details to follow. If you®e interested in
travelling in convoy to this event
contact George.

Sunday 25th June

Round Two of the Best Presented
Car Competition

So we can have a more leisurely
look at the cars, we have arranged a
club display area at the Southern
Counties Vintage Show, near Eden-
bridge. This is a huge event with
classic & vintage cars, motorcycles,
commercials, steam engines, many
other attractions and a licensed bar.
If you want to attend let George
know, as you need to complete a
form for free entry to the show.

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th July

Classic Le Mans

Details to follow. If you®e interested in
travelling in convoy to this event
contact George.

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th July
Goodwood Festival of Speed

Details to follow. If you®@e interested in
travelling in convoy to this event
contact George.

Saturday 8th - Sunday 9th July
Ardingly Vintage Vehicle Show
Details to follow.

South Downs TR Group Events
JUNE - JULY

Tuesday 11th July

SDG Summer Barbecue

Enjoy a sizzling summer barbecue
at the Five Bells private garden,
from 8 til 11pm. Family and friends
welcome. Tickets available on the
night or in advance.

Sunday 16th July

Battle Motor Show

A chance for SDG to put on a great
display of TRs. Normally held in the
Abbey grounds, this year the venue
is Battle Golf Club. There is some-
thing for everyone - not only a large
selection of cars but also stalls and
entertainments. For entry forms,
contact George.

Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd July

TR Register International Weekend
Look out for details of this annual
event, held at Malvern, in TR Action.
Why not join us there at the SDG
campsite in the quiet zone? If you are
interested in travelling in convoy to
this event contact George.

Sunday 30th July
SDG mid-Summer Run
Details to follow.

Sunday 30th July

Amberley Classic Car Picnic
Details to follow. If you@e interested
in travelling in convoy to this event
contact George.

Event details may change for reasons beyond our control — check at our website
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TR
REGISTER

South Downs TR Group Events
APRIL - MAY

S

2
“TH Downs 6%

Tuesday 11th April
Armchair Navigational Exercise
Club Night

Sunday 16th April

Medway Festival of Steam & Transport
- Kent Group

Held at the historic Chatham Dockyard,
so expect Maritime heritage attractions
plus a wide assortment of cars, steam
engines, etc. We'll join the Kent Group,
so there should be a good representa-
tion of the marque. Contact George
(01444 248006) for an application
form, which needs to be signed and
returned asap. Free vehicle pass and
two entry passes for every accepted
entry. Sounds extremely good value!

Sunday 23rd April

Spring Tour to Brooklands

Visit this historic motor racing
circuit and museum when it hosts a
Triumph & TR Register day. Enjoy
the automobile and aviation attrac-
tions of the site and see other enthu-
siasts’ cars. We'll leave the Five
Bells at 09:00 and travel in convoy to
Brooklands. There is a £7 entry fee
giving access to the many exhibits.
There is also the historic race track,
airfield and test hill to view. Let
George know if you plan to attend.

Sunday 30th April

Magnificent Motors, Eastbourne

One of our flagship shows, we hope to
have a strong representation of the TR

margue and an enjoyable SDG gath-
ering. We'll provide lunch and refresh-
ments at cost as last year. So we can
advise the organisers of numbers, tell
George if you wish to attend.

Tuesday 9th May

Round One of the Best Presented
Car Competition

We have lots of contenders this
year so get polishing!

Friday 26th May

Steaming Fish and Chips

We have seats on the return steam
train from Sheffield Park Station to
Kingscote. On board we will enjoy
F&C, bread and butter and a cup of
tea (£15.00 per person for meal and
travel). Afterwards, we can retreat
to a suitable hostelry. George
needs to confirm reservations by
17th March, so please phone him.

Saturday 3rd - Sunday 4th June

Kent Weekender in Derbyshire
Details to follow. If you®e interested in
travelling in convoy to this event
contact George.

Wednesday 7th June
Gliding - Kent Group
Details to follow.

Tuesday 13th June

Cannonball Run

Another dastardly cruise to places
unknown with Paul and Jenny
Cannon.

SDG events in bold Events we support in italics Other events of interest are shown
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EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR'S UPDATE

Aaaah....... it® that time again, dust covers off, car-
coons unzipped, fresh oil, plugs, points, MoT etc......the
first stirrings of spring.

February® Wake Up Run saw eight cars undertake
Gregg® scenic run through the beautiful Sussex coun-
tryside on a crisp Sunday morning. Most successfully
followed the route sheet and finished with a drink and
some live music......great fun! More details and photos to follow.

Roy was the only one to attend the first Goodwood Race Circuit Sunday
breakfast, and | gather it was well worth the trip - there were about 300
classics and exotica at the historic motor sport venue.

What@ happening - April to June - in a nutshell

2nd April  Goodwood breakfast - Italian sports cars

11th April  Club night - Armchair rallying

16th April  Medway Festival of Steam & Transport (entry now full)
23rd April  Mid-month run to Brooklands Standard/Triumph event **
30th April  Magnificent Motors (Eastbourne) **

7th May Goodwood breakfast - Pre war cars

9th May Club night - Best Presented Car |

26th May  Steaming Fish & Chips on Bluebell Railway ***

3rd/4th June Kent (Derbyshire) weekender **

4th June Goodwood breakfast - Supercars

13th June  Club night - Cannonball Run

25th June Best Presented Car Il, at Southern Counties Vintage Show **

** Please let me know if you plan to attend
*** Jrgent response required by 17th March

As you can see, we have a busy programme ahead. Some of our most
popular events do require you to fill in an entry form ahead of time.
This year that includes the second round of our best presented car
competition. So do grab me well in advance, either at our Tuesday
evening meeting or by phone.

Details of all events are on the website, or contact me if you need more
information. You can get me by phone on 01444 248006 or
07929 043830, or by emailing george@geojackson.freeserve.co.uk.
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SDG Pre-Christmas Ghent Weekender, 9 - 11" December 2005

Oh no, what had we done? The heavy rain lashed the kitchen window,

the wind howled and the tree outside looked like it might surrender
branches at any minute. What were we thinking
when we booked our TR trip to Ghent, which
was now only one week away? It had seemed
like an excellent idea when we chatted about it
with other members of the South Downs Group
in the warmth and comfort of the Five Bells
during the monthly Tuesday evening get
together. But now | wondered if we would even

survive the Dover Calais channel crossing.

On Friday 9th December the alarm rudely woke us at 5am, bleary eyed
we struggled up had a little breakfast and loaded up the TR5 and
emerged into the cold December morning. Dover here we come! The
weather gods had been kind, the air was still and the sky clear. Apart
from a little early morning fog the trip to Dover was a breeze, we were
even treated to a beautiful sunrise as we approached Dover. As it turned
out we arrived in plenty of time for the 8am check-in, so time to refuel
both the car and ourselves.

“Would you like to sail on the 8:20 ferry?” we were asked as we checked
in. “No thanks” | replied “We are travelling with friends on the 9am, so
we’d better wait for them”. We drove to our appointed lane and were first
in the queue, soon to be surrounded by large empty

4x4s, no doubt returning that same day with full

loads of liquid Christmas presents. No sign of any

other TRs yet — I'm sure they'll be along soon. Time

to board came — still no other TRs. Once onboard

we scoured the vessel from end to end — no sign of

our fellow adventurers. Looks like we were alone.

The trip across the top of France and the flatlands

of Belgium was uneventful - | even managed to stay

on the ‘wrong’ side of the road! The scenery was

no comparison with the beautiful Belgian Ardennes

we had visited in September with 19 other TRs. But this leg of the journey
was only 100 miles, and was quickly dispatched. Our hotel in Ghent was
at the end of the swift efficient tram line, so the TR was parked safely at
the hotel, gathering a thick layer of sparkling frost each night.
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We then uncovered the mystery of the missing adventurers — they too
had arrived at Dover early, but they had simply been directed to an earlier
ferry without being given the choice. So all was well and the band of 6
were united in Ghent. Jenny and | in the TR5, Paul Lucas and Gregg in
Paul's TR6 and Jenny and Paul Cannon in their XJ6.

Next the mystery of tram ticket payment had to be solved. This involved

several free rides whilst observing the locals — some just hopped on and

off without consulting driver or ticket machine, whilst others had tickets

processed by the onboard machine. We eventually deduced that tickets

could be purchased from driver or the station ticket machines, and were

then validated by the onboard ticket machine. Easy when you know how
— and more good news was that most Belgians
spoke English — excellent!

The medieval centre of Ghent was magnificent
under the clear blue winter skies. The tempera-
ture however was not so good. Each subse-
quent outing from the hotel saw us wearing yet
another layer of clothing. But

thanks to the arctic temperatures there was no danger

of the Belgian chocolate we purchased melting!

The Castle of the Counts was superb. Not some old
decrepit shell of a castle, but wonderfully restored with
dungeons and cellars, and a full display of torture
equipment, medieval armour and battle gear, as well
as maghnificent views across the city. I'm not convinced
that the under floor heating was a restored period
feature, but it was certainly a welcome escape from
the bitter cold outside.

Another warming experience was the local
“Gluevine”, a hot cup of which was very
welcome from the street sellers at the Christ-
mas market. I'm not sure exactly what was
in it, but it certainly put a smile on your face.

The journey back was done in convoy with
the big Jag leading the exit from Ghent and our TR5 guiding the entry to
Calais.

IAN SQUIRE
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