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Following the success of last year’s TR Continental Tour to Compiegne, France, the 
SOUTH DOWNS GROUP in conjunction with Continental Car Tours Ltd, is once 
organising a tour for TRs “sur le continent” 
This year’s event will be a mountain trail of the Southern Ardennes, a relaxed tour of the 
spectacular scenery along mountain roads and by the River Meuse. 
Based in a modern hotel with all rooms en suite, there will be a group dinner on the first 
evening and route guides to get you to the hotel and for the trail itself. 
 
The price of £129 per person (based on two sharing car and hotel room) includes return 
ferry (Dover/Calais) two nights room bed and breakfast and the group dinner with wine. 
Other ferry routes, Dover hotel if required, breakdown and holiday insurance can be 
arranged (e.g. continental breakdown recovery is only £25) 
 
The Tour is once again in association with Continental Car Tours Ltd who are a fully 
bonded tour operator. 
 
So why not join us on this great value European excursion, which judging by last years 
will be great fun? 
 
Contact me for more details and a booking form. 
IAN  MAY.  01825 733778   e-mail:   yamnai@btopenworld.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Group Leader :-                                Deputy Group Leader :-  
Ian May                                              Graeme Mowbray 
Tel: 01825 733778                             Tel: 01342 317735 
 Email: yamnai@btopenworld.com    Email: graeme@verbania.freeserve.co.uk  
 

Have you got a story to share perhaps a restoration project or an event you have attended or even if 
you want to sell a few items. Then we love to hear from you. 
Please send articles to me:  Jane Worsfold 

10 Quantock Close, Eastbourne, E.Sussex, BN23 8EU 
or 01323 461972 (before 8pm) 
Cworsfold@tesco.net 

 
Publication dates for the newsletter  NOW MONTHLY on the 9th of every month during the summer 

DEADLINE for articles / photos is the 1st of every month 
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The slightly low turnout for the March meeting was disappointing but the fun had in 
the Mastermind Quiz made up for it, (who said Arthur was a sore loser?). This years 
testing quiz comprised TR questions together with general car and general 
knowledge questions. The questions were easy; it’s just that some of the answers 
were a little harder to come by in some cases! 
 
In the end four teams of three were drawn at random to contest for the coveted cups 
and in a close run final Graeme, Geoff and Gregg (again) ran out winners from Arthur, 
Peter and Martin by 18 points to 16. I certainly enjoyed the fun as question master 
and well done to the victors and all who took part. 
 
Elsewhere in this issue is a report from Clive (and his son Michael) on our visit to the 
Rolls Royce facility at Goodwood, another great day out with SDG combining a run, 
lunch and a fascinating insight to the new Phantom. Thanks to Roy for organising the 
visit and I understand that Rolls Royce is not doing any more. 
 
The May Bank Holiday weekend sees our first show of 2005, the Eastbourne 
Motoring Extravaganza. Gregg is busy gathering our display (see elsewhere) and the 
ladies have promised to arrange the first buffet lunch for the event for those attending. 
Sounds good to me! 
 
Also for May, our next Mid Month Tour will be on Sunday 22nd May so mark you 
diaries for another trip in the TR (or like me other classic or even your modern) to a 
surprise location with a suitable lunch stop, this time courtesy of the Bridle family (the 
tour, not lunch that is!). 

 
Still May and SDG will have a strong presence at the Kent Weekender in Sandwich 
on 13/14/15th May, this years event celebrating the TR7 and doubling up as the TR 
Register’s Marque Day for the TR7. A great weekend with lots to do, so come and 
support our neighbouring group (as they do us). 
 
Finally, just another mention of the TR Continental Tour to the Ardennes in 
September. For the princely sum of £129 you can enjoy this three-day event and the 
cost includes ferry, 2 nights hotel bed/breakfast and a group meal with wine. We had 
a great time in France last year so why not join us. It is open to all TR Register 
members (and their partners/friends of course) and I’ve already had interest from a 
number of other local groups. Contact me for more details and a booking form (see 
ad on the back page). 

 
That’s all for now, IAN. 
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On Tuesday March 1st twenty South Downs group members braved the sleet and 
snow to visit the Rolls Royce factory at Goodwood. 
 
Most of us met up at the Five Bells to drive in convoy to the factory along the A27. 
Two more TR’s tagged on at Lancing, the rest met at the Anglesey Arms. We all 
congregated at the Anglesey Arms, Halnaker for lunch and a half a shandy. It was 
nice to see five TR’s (two TR 3’s, two TR 6’s and a TR7 V8) braving the weather for 
the afternoon, including three idiots who decided it would be a good idea to have 
their roofs off! 
 
At around 2pm we arrived at the very handsome building, which was Rolls Royce at 
Goodwood where the Rolls Royce Phantom is made. The building and grounds 
were only completed a few years ago and are very attractive in design, and well 
deserve the awards for the architecture. 
 

After a little introduction we were 
asked to wear the very fetching 
cream coats, which we were told 
were to protect the cars from 
damage if we were to go near them. 
As if we would! We split into two 
groups of ten for our tour, and after 
a few minutes into it I think we were 
all amazed at how clean and 
organized the whole place was, 
even the silence of the assembly 
areas was hard to believe for a 
busy factory. 
 

The tour really started with us being shown the “Paint Shop”, and then down onto 
the assembly line. We were made to walk inside yellow lines all around the factory 
for our own safety, and the cars! We were strictly told NO TOUCHING! I’m sure 
more than a few of us came away with slapped hands! 
 
On the assembly line everything from carpets to batteries (there are two batteries in 
each car!) are fitted to the freshly painted shell of the Phantom. The whole line is an 
absolutely spotless, floor clean, everything is in its place (just like our garage at 
home!), and even the engineers were wearing shirts and trousers, no overalls! I 
think everyone was impressed with the engine rig, which was specially built at a 
cost of £1.5 million just for the job of fitting the engine; gearbox and drive train to 
the underside of the car in one go. 
 

 

South Downs TR Group Newsletter Apr 05       www.southdowns-trs.org.uk 

 

4

Every Phantom, which is built at Goodwood, is made to order, none are made to a 
bog standard specification. The very cheapest car being £256,000, and it was hard 
to see where all that money is spent. But with a 3-month order to delivery time, we 
could see why. The quality of the tiny bits and pieces, and the time which goes into 
making them is astonishing, I heard one person ask how many man hours go into 
making the wooden interior, the answer was that they don’t measure in hours, they 
measure in weeks! We saw engineers cutting the leather hides to fit pieces of the 
interior; they say 18 Bavarian bulls are used in each car! Steak anyone? 
 
All in all the afternoon was very enjoyable, but unfortunately no free samples were 
offered. Our thanks to all at Rolls Royce for letting us have this opportunity. 

 
Michael and Clive Bridle 
 
 

CAR CARE PRODUCTS FROM DECOSOL. 
��

We have now received our first range of items for sale. 
They will be available on our regular Tuesday meetings. 
 
 
Screen Cleaner (1ltr)                                         £ 3.   00 
Glass Cleaner                                                £ 1.  65 
Vinyl/Leather Cleaner (300ml)                           £ 2 . 20 
Wheel Cleaner (500ml)                                      £ 2 . 65 
Wash Wax (100ml)                                             £ 0 . 80 
Dashboard Wipes (25)                                        £ 2 . 85 
Lubricant Spray (400ml)                                      £ 2 . 10 
Jumbo Chamois Leather                                   £ 10 . 50 

 
 

If you require any other products from the catalogue we will obtain them 
provided there is sufficient interest to warrant bulk purchase. 

 
Contact Graeme on 01342 317735 or see him (or another Committee 

member) at the meeting. 
 

 
 
 

TR’s FOR SALE 
 
1980 TR7 V8 – white DHC, converted by S&S. Engine lightened and balanced. Full 
bear metal re-spray 6 yrs ago, unique black interior, garaged, DUO past 8years. 
Comes with too many spares to list, £4,000 ono. For more information contact Chris 
Worsfold on 01323 461972 or 07802 175631 

 



 

South Downs TR Group Newsletter Apr 05       www.southdowns-trs.org.uk 

 

5

 
May -Sunday 1st & Monday 2nd  
Eastbourne Magnificent Motors 
The first show of the year. Time to get your car 
out of its winter wraps and show it off 
 
May - Tuesday 10th – Club Night Round 1 
of the Best Presented Car Competition 
We have some new contenders this year so get 
polishing! 
 
May - Friday 13th to Monday 16th  
Kent Weekender  
The Kent Group’s major annual event which 
attracts TRs from all over the UK, as well as 
many more from Holland, France and Belgium. 
It is always well supported by the SDG. Based 
in the historic town of Sandwich, the event 
includes the Kent Tour as well as a disco and 
other events. Camping is available or B&B for 
the fainter-hearted. Details to follow. 
 
Tuesday 14th June – Club Night Cannonball 
Run 
Another dastardly cruise to places unknown with 
Paul and Jenny Cannon. 
 
Friday Ad Show -Tbc 
 
Ardingly Vintage Vehicle Show 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July 
Details to follow 
 
Sunday 17th July Battle Abbey Car Show 
This is a firm favourite in the SDG calendar. Set 
in the beautiful grounds of Battle Abbey with live 
music and a variety of stalls raising money for 
charity. The classic cars are invited to parade 
down Battle High Street at the start of the show 
before the display in the abbey grounds. It is a 
great chance to see one of the English 
Heritage©s historic sights in a picturesque town. 
Details to follow. 
 
 
 

TR Register International Weekend 
Friday 22nd to Monday 25th July 
Why not come and join your fellow SDG members 
at the annual TR Register event? Based at the 
Three Counties Showground, with the Malvern 
Hills as a backdrop, there is plenty to do for 
everyone - including autojumble, treasure hunts, 
runs, and the all-important shopping trips for the 
ladies. There are plenty of B&Bs nearby for those 
who can©t be tempted by the allure of camping at 
the SDG campsite in the quiet zone. Look out for 
further details in TR Action. 
 
MG Car Club Weekender 
Tbc 
 
Shoreham Air Show 
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th Sept 
Organised to raise money for the RAF association, 
this show combines classic cars and an air show 
featuring both modern and classic aircraft. There 
are a huge variety of stalls, a funfair and various 
planned events. Details to follow. 
 
Brighton National Speed Trials 
Saturday 10th September 
A traditional motor sport event at which SDG has 
provided marshalling manpower for many years. 
The Brighton & Hove Motor Club Speed Trials is a 
major national sprint which puts all sorts of 
machinery against the clock on a quarter mile, 
standing start drag along Madeira Drive, on 
Brighton seafront. The mundane to the exotic, its 
all there. Turn up just to watch or join in with the 
paddock marshalling melee, it’s a brilliant event for 
motor sport enthusiasts. Hey, even enter the TR 
and make SDG proud! 

 
 
 
 

NB: Details of events may 
change for reasons beyond 

our control 
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March has been a fairly quiet month in terms of SDG events, I’m sure that this won’t 
last, as April and May fast approach bringing the first show on our busy calendar as 
well as various mid month events to compliment the Tuesday meetings.  
 
Our first event of ’05 is of course Eastbourne Magnificent Motors on the 1st and 2nd 
May. Unfortunately, due to the timing of our newsletter publication the closing date for 
entries will have just passed by the time you read this. This doesn’t mean that we 
won’t be pleased to see you turn up without a car of course. We have more than ten 
cars due to be displayed on the Wish Tower Slopes for a second year running. If you 
wanted to bring your car along but haven’t let me know then you were too slow! We 
are hoping to be able to lay on a buffet style lunch for members and guests, to bring 
the whole group together at lunchtime. A small charge will be made to cover costs if 
you want to have lunch with us. More details will be available nearer the time. 
 
As an extra feature of our future events Graeme has produced an individual detail 
sheet to compliment each model of TR in our display. Info available to non-TR people 
includes a picture, tech spec, as well as a short history of each particular model. 
There should be enough info on it to satisfy the bloke in the anorak and bobble hat 
who won’t leave you alone – at least just long enough to allow you to run away!  
 
One last point of note is that Bentley Wildfowl is once again open to the public, at 
selected times, motor museum included. As yet there are no details of the Friday-Ad 
Show, which is on our calendar, I hope to bring you the news as soon as I know 
myself. 
 
Well, that’s it from me for now, remember that if you want to take part in any of our 
events throughout the year give either myself of Ian a call on 01825 733778 to let us 
know. 
 
Cheers for now         Gregg 
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New TR Register member Ray Drinkwater is looking for a TR5 to purchase. If you 
have one or know of one for sale the Ray can be contacted as follows: 
 Tel; 01617 971613     Email;  raydrink@aol.com 
 Address; Smethurst Hall Farm, Smethurst Hall Road, Bury, Lancashire. 
                                         BL9 7TP 

 


